BART – The Organization
BART’s mission is to empower firefighters and other first
responder personnel with the training, knowledge base
and equipment necessary to safely and effectively handle
domestic animals encountered in emergency situations, in
order to help preserve human health, safety and well being.
BART offers classes to first responders (firefighters, police,
paramedics, and EMTs) teaching restraint and handling of
pets, horses and livestock, as well as patient assessment/
first aid and CPR for companion animals. The departments
undergoing training receive an emergency medical kit that
contains all the materials and supplies covered in the small
animal course. Basic Animal Rescue Training (BART) is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Minnesota which
is operated by volunteers in the veterinary profession and
supported by community donations.

BART
SAVES LIVES!

BART has trained and equipped over 3,000 fire/EMS
personnel in Minnesota since December 2004

Available Courses
BART-SA
(Small Animal)

first responders

•2 1/2 hour course
•Offered on-site at your training
facility

•Addresses public health and safety
issues of dealing with animals in
emergencies
•Hands-on training with live pets
-Handling and restraint
-Patient assessment/first aid
-CPR
•Includes Small Animal Emergency
Medical Kit(s)
•In accordance with the PETS ACT
•FEMA State-Sponsored Course
eligible for FEMA funding

BART – Training and Coursework
BART courses are offered on-site at your department. The
instructors are all veterinarians, veterinary technicians or
students in these fields. Classes begin with a 30 minute
orientation focusing on the public health and safety issues
surrounding pets encountered in emergency situations and
also reviewing additional local, state, and national animal
response resources available. The majority of the course is
dedicated to hands-on learning using live pets (small animals)
and models (large animal) for instruction. The Small Animal
Course is FEMA state-sponsored, which is in accordance
with the PETS ACT of 2006. BART trained first responders are
incorporated into the Emergency Management Assistance
Compact (EMAC) as a national mutual aid resource. For
more information or to schedule a training, contact us at
info@BasicAnimalRescueTraining.org or (612) 282-2608.

•Designed for firefighters and other

BART- LA
(Large Animal)

•Designed for firefighters and other

BART – The Leadership
BART President and Founder Dr. Janet Olson has worked in
the companion animal veterinary profession for over 16 years.
She has practiced in a small animal Specialty referral practice
for eight years, providing her with extensive critical care
experience. She is currently doing a cardiology residency at the
University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine.
Dr. Olson received the prestigious Minnesota Veterinary Medical
Association’s Veterinary Service Award in 2007 in recognition of
her accomplishments developing and leading this veterinary
community outreach program. In addition, Olson is married to
a member of the New Brighton Fire Department.

BART – The Partnership
BART curriculum gains national approval in March of 2008.
The BART Small Animal course was certified by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency/US Department of Homeland
Security (FEMA/DHS) as a state-sponsored course. FEMA
approval makes the BART SA class a national standard course
for training first responders in safe pet handling and basic
life support. FEMA approval also makes departments trained
eligible for federal training and planning funds to cover the cost
of the course.

first responders

•1 hour add-on to the Small Animal

Course or 2 hour stand-alone course
•Offered on-site at your training
facility
•Addresses public health and safety
issues of dealing with animals in
emergencies
•Focuses on basic safety issues and
restraint and recapture of horses
and livestock
•Hands-on training with models of
horses and livestock

BART is endorsed and supported by the Minnesota Veterinary
Medical Association and Minnesota Veterinary Medical
Foundation. BART is also financially supported by the American
Veterinary Medical Foundation, and has received letters of
support from the Minnesota Department of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management, the Minnesota Department of
Health, the Minnesota Animal Control Association, Veterinary
Medical Assistance Team – 5 (VMAT-5) and the Minneapolis Fire
Department.

In honor and memory of Bart

Bart’s Story
Basic Animal Rescue Training (BART) is dedicated to the honor
and memory of Bart, a German Shorthaired Pointer who was
owned by a firefighter in New Brighton, Minnesota. Bart was
removed from a house fire after suffering extensive smoke
inhalation. The firefighters on the scene, who included Dr.
Olson’s husband, did not have the knowledge base or
equipment to effectively help him. Bart the dog died that
day. The BART organization was named in honor and memory
of Bart and designed to empower firefighters to be prepared,
be safe and kind when dealing with animals in emergencies
and disasters.

BART – To Donate
Basic Animal Rescue Training is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization supported by charitable donations and grants.
Due to BART’S rapid growth, the demand for training is
exceeding the funding available. Continued donations are
essential for BART to be able to continue its mission and
services. Donations are tax deductible.

BART – Financial Contributors
($3,000 or more donated)

American Veterinary Medical Foundation
Bloomington Custom Embroidery
Hugh and Julie Thibodeau
Minnesota Horse Council
Minnesota Veterinary Medical Foundation
Pfizer Animal Health
Veterinary Hospitals Association

Bridging the Fire/Emergency
Medical Services &
Veterinary Professions

To make a BART donation, make checks payable to BART and
send to:
Basic Animal Rescue Training
P.O. Box 130967
St. Paul, MN 55113
Donations can also be made online on our website at:
www.BasicAnimalRescueTraining.org

BART – The Volunteers
BART would not be possible without the incredible
generosity and commitment of it’s over 100 volunteers. The
BART volunteers are passionate about their involvement,
freely offering their time and talents to help give back to the
first responders that devote their lives to serving and
protecting us. The stories shared by the first responders and
families that they aid are inspiring and fuel BART’s mission.
Volunteers are needed in all facets of the organization. If you
would like to volunteer for BART, please contact us at
info@BasicAnimalRescueTraining.org or call (612) 282-2608.

BART – National Expansion
BART has received training requests from several states and
is working towards extending it’s program nationwide. If you
are interested in bringing BART to your area, contact us at
info@BasicAnimalRescueTraining.org or call (612) 282-2608.
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Teaching First Responders Basic Animal Life Support

